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TACKLING SECTARIANISM FUND 2017-18

    
     Fund Criteria 
 
Tackling Sectarianism Fund 

The 2017-2018 Scottish Government Tackling Sectarianism Fund is now open to applications. Scottish Government remains firmly committed to tackling sectarianism and in the 2017-18 period we are specifically looking to continue to build on the achievements that have been made over the past few years.  

Tackling Sectarianism Fund Criteria

The fund is open to organisations who wish to apply for funding on an individual or partnership basis.  Funding to tackle sectarianism will only be provided for a specific project, on a full cost recovery basis, but will not be provided to meet core costs of an organisation.

The 2017-2018 specific criteria that applicants will be required to meet is that their project is able to add to our overall understanding of the nature and extent of sectarianism in modern Scotland by collecting data and evidence from their work.  Applicants should explain how they believe that their initiative will add to this knowledge base which can include providing information on:  

The nature and extent of sectarianism in Scotland and specifically how it is understood in, and impacts on, individual communities across Scotland.
 
The extent to which tackling sectarianism is a priority for individual communities and the level to which communities are prepared to engage in open and frank dialogue with one another on this issue.
 
The effectiveness of different interventions, what can be learned from interventions which fail to have the intended impact and how interventions can be mainstreamed successfully.



Fund Eligibility 

The following organisations are eligible to apply:  unincorporated and incorporated third sector organisations, community interest companies, SCIOs, statutory bodies and partnerships where the lead partner is a third sector organisation. If you are unsure as to whether your organisation is eligible for this fund, please contact VAF to enquire at TSFenquiries@vaf.org.uk or call 01383 620780. 

To be eligible for funding, applicants are required to:

[bookmark: _GoBack]1.	Develop a new initiative to tackle sectarianism or develop their current project by using the learning they have obtained to improve and take it forward. All project applications must respond to an area or recommendation as identified in Section 3 of Dr Duncan Morrow’s review of the Advisory Group recommendations. The report can be found here http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0051/00514870.pdf. The review follows the Advisory Group final report from May 2015 which can be found here: http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/05/4296.  We recognise that it is unrealistic to expect a project to deliver all of the findings or recommendations, rather we are looking for projects to make a significant contribution to at least one area or recommendation, and may include partnership work.

2.	Clearly show how the initiative will tackle intra-Christian sectarianism and, if appropriate, explain what other linked social issues it may tackle. 

3.	Demonstrate a need for the work being proposed in the initiative. 

4.	Demonstrate a level of partnership working which can include, but is not limited to, working with local authorities, football, education, youth work, religious organisations and other community organisations. Please refer to Dr Morrow’s review of the Advisory Group recommendations.

5.	Demonstrate how the initiative being proposed will mainstream or build capacity among communities and stakeholders you are working with at, for example, local authority level, in schools, in communities themselves, among professionals working with young people, with young people themselves, in inter-church and inter-faith work, in sport-related activity and/or in any other capacity you believe is appropriate to ensure work can continue beyond the project lifespan.

6.	Demonstrate how the initiative being proposed will build on the learning from the work your organisation has delivered in previous years, if applicable, and specifically in the 2016-17 period, and from the wider work delivered to tackle sectarianism.

7.	Be located and delivered in Scotland.  Beyond this there are no other geographical restriction relating to the initiatives.

8.	Be contained within the period 1 April 2017 to 31 March 2018.  Applications for funding can cover this full period or for a shorter timescale but must be fully completed by, and cannot continue beyond, 31 March 2018.  Funding will therefore be for a maximum of one full financial year only and no further funding beyond this date will be given.

9.	Provide all evaluation and monitoring information required by the Scottish Government, and fully participate in evaluation processes.  It is therefore essential that as part of any application:

Methods of evaluation are clearly planned and thought through for the project to show impact of activity not simply the activity itself.

Time is built into your delivery plan to ensure that you are able to fully participate in evaluation procedures and provide all evaluation information required.

10.	Share information and developed resources through the practitioner networks established on behalf of the Scottish Government.  This includes:

Participating in learning, information sharing and other events organised to build partnership working and promote good practice. 

Alerting the relevant local authority department that you are working in of your project and actively share the work you are doing with them.

Posting information online and making it freely available as requested by the Scottish Government. 

How much can be applied for?

This is an open and competitive fund.  Applicants are advised that this funding round is likely to be extremely competitive, available resource is limited and no applicant is guaranteed funding.  Applications should therefore be moderate and realistic, and associated costs focused on the direct delivery of the project. In order to support various projects, costs considered not directly relevant or excessive will not be recommended for funding. Applicants should be aware that based on 2016-17 funding awards we do not anticipate successful applications will exceed £85,000 or fall below £20,000. 


What is not eligible for funding? 

The purpose of Tackling Sectarianism Fund is not to core fund organisations.  Its primary function is to provide time-limited funding for specific projects. 

Funding does not cover: 

Trustees’ expenses. 
Capital projects (for example, purchase of buildings, building works and refurbishment or ICT infrastructure). 
Attendance at non-outcome related conferences (either UK or international). 
The advancement of religion or politics (including requests to support the core activities of religious or political groups). 
Trips abroad. 
The repayment of loans or payments of debts. 
Costs already incurred or activities which will take place before a decision is made on awarding a grant (retrospective funding). 
Overheads exceeding 20% of the total funding. 
Individuals, groups without a constitution, and for-profit agencies. 

How to apply

The deadline for applications is 5pm Tuesday 21 March 2017.  A Word application form, an Excel budget form and application guidance can be downloaded from the VAF website: www.voluntaryactionfund.org.uk.  Completed applications, budgets and supporting documentation should be submitted to TSFapplications@vaf.org.uk.  The mailbox has an automated response acknowledging the receipt of your application.  Please contact Patricia McKibben on 01383 620780 if you do not receive an automated response.
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